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City of Olmsted Falls 
Minutes of a Regular Council Meeting 

Tuesday, December 12, 2017, at Olmsted Falls City Hall 

26100 Bagley Road – Council Chambers, 7:30 p.m. 
 

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.  Mayor Ann Marie Donegan called the meeting to order at 

7:30 p.m.  Roll call was conducted.  Councilmen Linda Garrity, Bob Sculac, Ed Gorski, Paul Stibich, 

Terry Duncan, and Kyle Miller were present.  Mr. Jim Haviland was excused. 

 

Also in attendance:  Gregory Sponseller, Law Director, William Traine, Assistant Safety Director, 

Chad Gluss, Fire Chief, Steve Presley, Finance Director, Mike DeSan, Asst. Finance Director, Joe 

Borczuch, Service Director, and Rosann Jones, Manager Business & Community Services. Audience: 

19.  

 

Approval of Minutes  
Ms. Duncan moved to approve the minutes from the Regular Council Meeting of November 28, 

2017; Mr. Miller seconded.  Poll: 5 ayes; 0 nays; 1 abstain (Gorski).  Motion carried. 

 

Consideration of Amendment to the Agenda - None 

 

Mayor’s Report and Appointments 
 

Mayor Donegan indicated that she received a resignation from Brett Iafigliola from the Planning & 

Zoning Commission as the Mayor’s appointment.  

 

Mr. Sculac moved to appoint Brett Iafigliola to the Planning & Zoning Commission to fill an 

unexpired term to expire 12/31/2019; Mr. Gorski seconded.   

 

Mr. Stibich indicated that he is unsure if the Mayor-Elect has had an opportunity to review any of 

these appointments and would like to postpone making these appointments until he takes office or at 

least has a chance to review the appointments.   Poll: 6 ayes; 0 nays. Motion carried.  

 

Mr. Sculac moved to reappoint Mike Janusczak to the Civil Service Commission, term to expire 

12/31/2023; Mr. Gorski seconded.  During polling Mr. Stibich indicated that he has reservations 

regarding these appointments.  Mayor Donegan stated that we have moved past the discussion portion 

and Council is now voting.  Mr. Stibich stated that the Mayor is not going to allow him to speak.  

Mayor Donegan indicated that it is not appropriate at this point.  Poll: 5 ayes; 1 nay (Stibich). Motion 

carried.  

 

Mr. Sculac moved to reappoint Tony Campanalie to the Shade Tree Commission, term to expire 

12/31/2022; Ms. Duncan seconded.  During polling Mr. Stibich indicated that he does know Mr. 

Campanalie and voted.  Poll: 6 ayes; 0 nays. Motion carried. 

 

Ms. Duncan moved to reappoint Michelle Hawkins to the Planning & Zoning Commission, term to 

expire 12/31/2022; Mr. Gorski seconded.  Poll: 6 ayes; 0 nays. Motion carried.  
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Ms. Duncan moved to reappoint Bill Eichenberg to the Park and Recreation Board, term to expire 

12/31/2022; Mr. Gorski seconded.  Poll: 6 ayes; 0 nays. Motion carried. 

 

Mr. Miller moved to reappoint Deb Csikos-Vandrasik to the Park and Recreation Board, term to 

expire 12/31/2022; Ms. Duncan seconded.  Poll: 6 ayes; 0 nays. Motion carried.  

 

Mr. Gorski moved to reappoint Marcia Hawkins to the Architectural Board of Review, term to 

expire 12/31/2020; Ms. Duncan seconded.  Poll: 6 ayes; 0 nays. Motion carried. 

 

Metropolitan/Holton Flooding – Mayor Donegan indicated that the residents received a letter as there 

are some funds available through the Northeast Ohio Regional Sewer District for member 

communities for certain improvement projects and the funding will enable us to deal with the 

flooding issues that have been plaguing that neighborhood for decades.   

 

Fire and Recreation Levy – Mayor Donegan indicated that these levies will expire next year.  

 

JEDD – Mayor Donegan stated that she sent a letter to the JEDD Chairman.  All of Council should 

have received a copy of that letter.  This letter basically reiterates what she mentioned at the last 

Council meeting which was: “As an elected official charged with the economic health of Olmsted 

Falls I began my mayoral term focusing on two development efforts, growing the business activity in 

our town and moving the Joint Economic Development District forward. Business activity in our 

town has increased, however the JEDD remains inactive. The Olmsted Joint Economic Development 

District has been in existence for 16 years. Over those many years a number of board members, none 

of whom until recently had any development experience but were willing to give of their time, were 

moved in and out of board positions. Faced with the challenges of numerous private land owners, 

lack of infrastructure and lack of a significant budget our JEDD has remained stagnate.  We have 

years and years of minutes reflecting much discussion but unfortunately little else has happened. One 

example of this inability to move forward has been the lack of resolve with conflicting water 

treatment agreements for the JEDD land area signed by Township Trustees in the 90’s and brought to 

the JEDD’s board attention in 2003. After 14 years the current board brought this issue to light once 

again.  I encourage you to make 2018 the year those conflicting agreements are dealt with. I also 

encourage the board members to address an issue that I believe is equally important for the JEDD and 

for the Olmsted communities. The Olmsted Falls City Schools relationship with our JEDD. Being our 

city’s largest employer can mean two things, the employer employees the most residents of that 

community, which is what the school district has often claimed or the employer produces by virtue 

the number of employees the largest income tax for their community. Generally the term “the largest 

employer” is used to describe the latter.  In most cities big or small the school district is often the 

largest employee, largest income tax payer or close to it. But since the 1960’s the Olmsted Falls City 

Schools have progressively moved the business of the schools out of Olmsted Falls and into Olmsted 

Township with the exception of Falls-Lenox all the other school buildings including the board office 

and the bus garage are located in the Township.  This means that the great majority of employees of 

the district don’t pay an income tax where they work. The employees at Falls-Lenox pay the city 

1.5% regardless of where they live, however the employees of the Early Childhood Center, Olmsted 

Falls Intermediate School, Olmsted Falls Middle School, Olmsted Falls High School, the Olmsted 

Falls Schools bus garage and the Olmsted Falls board office do not pay income tax to Olmsted Falls 

unless they live here. The employees who live out of the district pay the communities in which they 

live. The employees who are residents of the Township pay no income tax at all. We all understand 

that Ohio cities survive on income tax, townships have a different structure. Olmsted Township is one 
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of only two townships in Cuyahoga County the other one being Chagrin Falls Township whose 

population is about 100.  Additionally, there is no school building in Chagrin Falls Township, point is 

there are no other school district employees in all of Cuyahoga County that are not paying an income 

tax where they live except in the Olmsted Falls School District. Olmsted Falls is not a high end 

community, our residents work hard for every dollar, many earning less than the average Olmsted 

Falls District employee.  In our community the disparity of high property taxes to support the school 

versus low income tax produced by the school is a big deal. While we can’t expect our school district 

to start moving buildings there is another option to help us deal with this unusual and imbalanced 

situation. The Olmsted Falls can petition the JEDD to become part of it, schools can be a part of a 

JEDD and any property belonging to a JEDD does not have to be contiguous as a matter of fact our 

school district had representation at the table for all three years of discussion prior to our JEDD being 

established. This would be of benefit to the Olmsted Falls as well as the Township as the JEDD 

contract calls for income tax paid by employees within the JEDD to be split equally between the two 

communities. Council and Trustees could decide to make that income tax an immediate funding 

source for the JEDD’s movement forward rather than entertaining annual funding or requests from 

the board to this body.  Additionally the school district business belonging to the JEDD the board 

would now be compelled to have five members, one representing the businesses in the JEDD, one 

representing the workers in the JEDD, those two other extra board members, if chosen wisely, could 

also help the JEDD’s movement forward. For years many residents including school employees and 

leadership have opined that the city administration doesn’t do enough to attract businesses while 

we’ve watched the business of schools move out our city if every resident in the school district 

understood the negative effect this gradual move has had on taxes collected and if they realized all 

other school district employees in Cuyahoga County pay income tax to the cities in which they work 

they’d very likely think twice before supporting another school levy. Certainly school employees 

would not welcome this change as it would affect them financially to that we would say that now is 

the time to right the wrong that has existed for so many years its time the district employees start 

supporting the residents who so willingly support them year after year. I implore you to make this 

Joint Economic Development District/Olmsted Falls City Schools District a priority in 2018.”  

 

Clover Communities – Mayor Donegan stated that Clover Communities was approved and Mr. 

Sculac will discuss later.  This is our first development with the MUTND District located on 

Columbia Road.  

 

The Old Library Building – Mayor Donegan indicated that she has been instrumental in selling. The 

owners have supplied some plans for what this building will look like.   

 

Mayor Donegan stated that on behalf of herself and Rev. Dean Kavouras the city has received a part 

of the World Trade Center.  There will be a memorial located at the fire station and it is unbelievable 

that this is a part of a beam that was located in the World Trade Center.  She anticipates that this will 

be put up in the near future.  She believes that the city will break ground before her term is over.   

 

Communications from Residents  

 

Eric Boecker, 12617 Doria Court, Strongsville, Ohio.  He has come to introduce himself to the 

Mayor and City Council as he is running for State Representative for District 7.  He will say that he is 

sorry that he was unable to help as he sent out email’s asking for information a couple of days ago but 

did not receive any response.  He sees in the city newsletter the story about the FAA meetings and he 
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missed that.  He has 30 years’ experience with that so he probably could have helped and if there is 

anything he could do in the future, whether he wins or not, just let him know.  Because of the civil 

war that took place in Strongsville there are two vacancies for City Council coming open in January 

and he has asked to be appointed to Ward III, so if anyone has any influence there and would be 

willing to help he would ask that you suggest to the Ward III councilman who is leaving.  Mayor 

Donegan asked who would be leaving.  Mr. Boecker indicated that the councilman is Jim Carbone, he 

and Matt Schonhut are giving up their ward seats for at-large seats. Basically there was a revolution 

against the Mayor and the Tom Patton regime.  He is new to the area and lived in Brecksville for 30 

years but was out of town for 30 years in the military and working and has just come back recently.  

He also needs a few signatures to get on the ballot, he has plenty from Strongsville but does not have 

any from Olmsted Falls so if anyone is at least 50.01% republican he could use their help.   

 

Harold McCarty, 7725 Fitch Road, Olmsted Township.  Mr. McCarty stated that he would like to 

request an update on the 52 acres on Mapleway that they are taking the trees down.  His property is 

alongside his 1.7 acres on Fitch Road.  He would like to know what has been authorized or what is in 

the mill to be authorized.  Mayor Donegan indicated that she believes there are 54 acres and the 

owner has been in a lawsuit for about 15 years with the city.  He presented various options, it was 

originally zoned industrial.  The owner petitioned the city over the last 15 years and requested various 

developments which all were turned down.  The owner went to court and various appeals took place.  

In February of 2014 the Ohio Supreme Court came down with a decision indicating that the city 

could not prevent the owner from developing on his land.  The property owner has gone through 

various planning and zoning meetings and we the property was rezoned MUTND, which is mixed use 

traditional neighborhood development.  There are a variety of large parcels in the city that have been 

zoned mixed use, business and residential.  The Planning & Zoning Commission in July gave the 

owner approval to begin to harvest his trees.  At this point nothing else has been done but he was 

approved by our governing board to do that.  There have been no plans approved, no development to 

take place.   

 

Ann Reichle, 8155 Columbia Road.  Ms. Reichle would like to speak on behalf of Downtown 

Olmsted Falls and would like to thank Mayor Donegan for the improvements she has made to her 

plaza because she is a little selfish about that, she appreciates the work the Mayor has done with 

Omega to help push that forward because they are a little lackadaisical about maintaining the property 

that she happens to inhabit.  Mr. Reichle would also like to thank the Mayor and Mrs. Jones for all the 

grants she helped guide us through, a better navigation of downtown because we need some, it is 

difficult to get across the street, it’s difficult to get down the street, it’s difficult to connect our 

community.  She thanked Mr. Sculac for all his many years on City Council helping to guide our 

community and his financial expertise that he is so good at.  She thanked Ms. Garrity for everything 

she has done on behalf of animals, people who are patients of nurses and for her input and all that 

Council has done to help us with downtown Olmsted Falls to bring more people to our lovely 

downtown.  She thanked everyone and wished everyone well.   

 

Mayor Donegan stated that she has a letter going out to the businesses and believes she came up with 

26 improvements just for the downtown area including the walkway from PNC over and what the 

plaza owners have agreed to do.  
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Approval of Bills: 
Mr. Sculac moved to approve Pay Ordinance 2017-20; Ms. Duncan seconded.  Mr. Stibich would 

like to point out that there is over $10,000 of legal bills including Mr. Sponseller and another attorney 

he is not familiar with, Toma & Associates.  Mayor Donegan stated that Toma & Associates have 

been part of this narrative for a long time, they are the lawyers who were brought in to adjudicate the 

Bowman property.  Mr. Stibich called the question.  Mayor Donegan stated that she was not finished 

and does have the floor.  Mr. Stibich stated that Roberts Rules of Order states to call the question a 

vote is taken.  Mayor Donegan would like Mr. Stibich to remember that it is Toma; Mr. Stibich stated 

that the Mayor could speak but he could not.  Mayor Donegan replied that she is the chairman and 

Toma are the lawyers that this Council hired to adjudicate the Bowman property that the city has been 

fighting, legally, for at least 10 years. This was an issue with property that was like a junk yard.  She 

stated that Mr. Sponseller also mentioned last week that the city would receive that money back.  Mr. 

Sponseller stated that there are still some pending matters and does not want to talk too much about 

the property except in executive session, but there is an order of the court authorizing a lien of 

$37,000 that Mr. Bowman will owe to the city to cover expenses and fees.  Poll: 6 ayes; 0 nays.  

Motion carried.   

 

Officials Reports: 

 

Rosann Jones, Manager Business & Community Services – No Report 

 

Joe Borczuch, Service Director 
Mr. Borczuch stated that his department is still making its last trip through the city picking up leaves.  

He stated that the only remaining area is the southern developments.   

 

Mr. Borczuch stated that regarding resolution 63-2017, our current plow routes since Olmsted Falls 

goes up to John Road we travel to Sunset Memorial in order to turn around. After speaking with 

ODOT they indicated that it would save them time since they travel to the trailer park to turn around 

or the German Club if we would plow this portion of Columbia Road in lieu of 200 tons of salt. He 

would ask that Council adopt the legislation this evening.   

 

Chad Gluss, Fire Chief  - No Report 

 

William Traine, Asst. Safety Director  
Chief Traine indicated that the department received its new police vehicle and thanked Council for 

that approval.  He did hold true to Councilman Sculac who did take the vehicle for a ride.   

 

Steve Presley, Finance Director  

Mr. Presley indicated that the health insurance legislation needs to be adopted as open enrollment 

needs to be completed by Friday, December 15th.  Therefore, he would ask that Council adopt that 

legislation. 

 

Mike DeSan, Assistant Finance Director – No Report 

 

Councilman Ed Gorski, Ward I – No Report 
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Councilman Paul Stibich, Ward II  
Mr. Stibich stated that he would like to read a statement.  “Public officials and employees whether 

appointed or elected, he would emphasis appointed, full time or part time, paid or unpaid, and he 

would emphasis unpaid, should conduct their official duties with integrity, impartiality, and in the 

public interest, they also should conduct both their official and private affairs so as not to give a 

reasonable basis for the impression that any such official or employee can be improperly influenced 

in the performance of his official duties. Such official or employee should so conduct himself as to 

maintain public confidence in his performance and in the government he represents and to be worthy 

of his public trust he should not be a source of embarrassment to that government and should avoid 

even the appearance, and he will emphasis even the appearance, of a conflict between his public 

duties and private interest.”  This statement is from the city code Section 208.03 regarding ethics.  He 

would like to ask what the status is of the civil service commission, what is on their agenda and what 

is going on with the civil service commission at this time.  Mayor Donegan stated she is not sure who 

the Council liaison is but she does not think she got any minutes so she would have to ask Santo 

Incorvaia.  Mr. Sculac indicated that Ms. Garrity is the liaison.  Ms. Garrity stated she has never 

received communication regarding civil service this year.  Mr. Stibich stated that as he understands 

there is an examination to be given sometime this week.  Mayor Donegan indicated that she believes 

there is a chief’s test on Saturday.  Mr. Stibich indicated that he believes that this test is going to be 

oral a change from what it has been in the past.  Mayor Donegan indicated that she has nothing to do 

with civil service so he will have to ask Santo Incorvaia and if he would have liked those answers for 

today as opposed for the audience, he should have contacted Mr. Sponseller or Mr. Incorvaia so he 

could have had those answers this evening.  Mr. Stibich stated that he did not receive his packet until 

Friday and did not look at it until Sunday evening and he is a busy man and he is asking tonight and 

she does not have the answer for him.  Mayor Donegan replied she does not as the Mayor does not 

have anything to do with the civil service commission and we have been getting packets every Friday 

since she was here in 2002.  Mr. Stibich stated that he would like to ask Chief Traine if he thinks it is 

proper for the Chief of the city to be tested orally only.  Mr. Sponseller stated that the civil service 

commission conducts their tests in accordance with their rules, they identify the scope of the test and 

the nature of the test and whatever testing is going forward whether it is for fire chief, police chief, 

incoming officers or firefighters, the civil service commission establishes the criteria for the test. 

They engage an outside agency typically to have the test conducted and they evaluate the test results, 

and submit the list to the civil service commission and then the commission certifies the list to the 

appointing authority, that is the overall process with the commission.  With respect to specific 

questions on whether or not a particular entry level or promotional test is determined by the civil 

service commission. Mr. Stibich replied that he cannot ask the Chief a question.  Mayor Donegan 

stated that the chief will be sitting for the test and has nothing to do with the test.  Mr. Sponseller 

indicated that his point is whether he has an opinion one way or the other on how a test should be 

conducted is irrelevant to how the test itself should be conducted.  The test itself is required to be 

conducted in accordance with the instructions from the civil service commission.  Mr. Stibich 

indicated that it seems unusual to him that they would give instructions that the test be oral only, he is 

sure when Chief Gluss took the fire chief’s test it was both written and oral very comprehensive.  The 

danger with an oral exam is that it can be subjective based on who the examiner is, with a written 

exam it is very objective you either get the answer right or wrong and he understands these exams are 

normally both written and oral but it seems unusual that it is being given at the 11th hour of the 

Mayor’s administration and that it is only oral.  He would also like to ask how many candidates, how 

many people have applied for this position.  Mayor Donegan replied she believes there are three and 

you have been free to comment.  Mr. Stibich replied this is the first that he is hearing there is an 

exam.  Mayor Donegan indicted that Mr. Stibich has also indicated that this is the first time he has 
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heard about Toma.   Mr. Stibich asked who the three individuals were taking the test.  Mayor 

Donegan replied that the Clerk of Council.  Mr. Stibich asked the clerk if she was aware.  Mayor 

Donegan replied that she calls the questions and not him.  Mr. Stibich stated that she is not permitting 

him to ask.  Mayor Donegan stated that this is not a dialogue back and forth.  Mr. Stibich stated that 

this is a council meeting and this is his report.   

 

Mr. Stibich moved that the Civil Service exam for the police chief of this city be postponed until 

January when the new administration and the new Council can review the candidates and the 

procedures and make sure that civil service is following all the rules.  

 

Mayor Donegan stated she does not know how long Mr. Stibich has been a council member.  Mr. 

Stibich replied six years.  Mayor Donegan indicated that this is not how this works.  Ms. Garrity 

seconded the motion.  

 

Mr. Sponseller indicated that it is the Mayor’s decision as to whether or not she would like to call the 

question on the motion but the jurisdiction of the testing is in the body of the civil service 

commission.  Mr. Stibich replied call the question.  Mayor Donegan indicated that she would not call 

the question.  Mr. Stibich stated that the Roberts Rules of Order and the rules of the city do not 

matter.  Mayor Donegan indicated that the civil service commission has a whole book.  Mr. Stibich 

indicated that he was the liaison to the commission for four years with Mr. Smith.  Mr. Sponseller 

stated that if Mr. Stibich was the liaison and involved with civil service he must know that the 

authority is in the body of the civil service commission, he gathers that this motion is more of an 

advisory request of Council, but, it has no legal authority on the civil service commission.  Mr. 

Stibich again asked to call the question.  Mayor Donegan replied no.  Mr. Stibich asked Mr. Miller 

how he would vote on the motion.  Mr. Miller indicated that he is conflicted, he sees where Mr. 

Stibich is coming from but at the same time he does believe that this is within the civil service’s 

jurisdiction.  This is something to think about.  Mr. Stibich asked if he had a problem with this taking 

place in the middle of December before the new administration takes office.  We have had an interim 

chief for two years, we could have done this a year ago, and we did not, and now in the 11th hour this 

happens.  Mr. Sponseller stated that he understands the point Mr. Stibich is trying to make, again, it is 

the authority of the civil service commission, they have had the criteria set up, rightly or wrongly 

there has been some miscommunications in getting this test scheduled earlier in the year, there have 

been some efforts some members of the commission not being available.  He will also state that 

whatever action, if any, Council takes would simply be an opinion expressed by Council but the 

reality is that it is within the authority and jurisdiction of the civil service commission.  Mr. Stibich 

stated that personally he would like to see more than three people take this exam and would be 

ecstatic if there would be 12.  He knows Chief Traine for the past two years here at Council and has 

the utmost respect for him and his competency and wouldn’t be in any way surprised to find him the 

top scoring candidate but he wants the best person for the city of Olmsted Falls.  Mr. Sponseller 

stated that this is precisely what the rules of the civil service are designed to protect and assure.  Mr. 

Stibich asked if this was advertised properly.  Mayor Donegan indicated that Mr. Sponseller has the 

floor and realizes that he is quite energetic these days.  Mr. Sponseller continued and stated that he 

would submit that he knows for a fact that the agency that has conducted the test for the Civil Service 

Commission, Pat Ramsey, has conducted tests for the city long before this administration began four 

years ago.  They are a reputable outfit and engage disinterested, objective individuals that do not 

know any of the candidates on promotional exams, the integrity of the exams are insured to that 

extend, the Civil Service Commission identifies the scope of the areas to be tested and submits that to 

the testing agency.  As he began to state previously he knows that there were efforts made by Mr. 
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Incorvaia to get meetings scheduled and get this test done earlier in the year, due to lack of 

communication we were unable to get that testing in place.  Mr. Stibich stated that not only is the 

testing taken into consideration but some intangible factors that the commission determines the extra 

points given to individuals.  Mr. Sponseller stated that the rules of the civil service commission 

identifies extra points that are given for various criteria and he does not know all of them off the top 

of his head.  A veteran gets points, years of services gets and it depends on whether it is a fire or 

police test.  The criteria is established prior to the testing by the Civil Service Commission and is true 

in virtually every city.  Mr. Stibich stated that there are three individuals taking the test they are all 

from this police force, they are not from around the Northeast Ohio area, he believes this is being 

done too much in a rush and it is too important of a position to take care of in just a few weeks.  Mr. 

Sponseller stated that Mr. Stibich’s opinion is noted.   

 

Councilwoman Linda Garrity, Council President  
Ms. Garrity stated that she has known Chief Traine and remembers that she met him on the steps of 

the city’s first open house.  She would like to say that she had a conversation with him twice, not in a 

meeting, about him taking the written test and had a little bit of a conversation about that. At that time 

she mentioned that when she graduated from nursing school she had to take the state boards and, in 

fact when she took the state boards for her professional test it was a two to three day test, all day for 

two to three days, and then with her first employer she had her oral, what you would call the oral 

exam. She knows that twice he conveyed to her that he planned to take the written test and that is why 

she became very confused. She knows that we discussed that fact and she shared with him that since 

she graduated 41 years ago from nursing school if she had to take the written test again she would 

have to study and wouldn’t be embarrassed to tell anyone in the audience. She would have to buy 

review books and possibly take a review class in order to make sure she passed with flying colors like 

she did the first time. She is sure that he remembers that conversation so when she got the email 

regarding the oral exam she was confused. She knows that the past practice was a written test and if 

we could go many years, and she would have to ask Ms. Mancini as she would probably know how 

many years back. She has a lot of respect for him and thinks he has respected her during her term as 

Council President and she would urge him to think about what is right, and what would make this 

process credible, and would urge him to do the right thing for the people of Olmsted Falls. As she 

said, we had the conversation twice and he said he was going to take the written test so why did the 

plan change.  Mayor Donegan replied that it is not up to him but rather the civil service commission.  

Ms. Garrity replied that she was speaking.  Mayor Donegan stated that she is asking the question like 

it is his job; the civil service commission that meets regularly has a whole book that Council 

approved.   

 

Chief Traine stated that he does not want to be involved in politics on this. He stated that he has been 

a police man for 40 years and has given this city his best. He came into a very troubled department 

and said that he would take the test. He does not prescribe what the test is. He knows that there are 

members in this room that know he was offered an upper management position in another police 

department but did not take it because his loyalty is here. This police department has never run better 

than what it is now.  He does not dictate what the test is going to be, where it’s going to be, who’s 

going to get, or what’s going to be on it. Again, he said he would take the test but did have serious 

consideration that he didn’t want to. Ms. Garrity stated that she shared with him as he remembers that 

they had a very heart felt conversation.  Chief Traine replied if the test goes I’ll take the test.  
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Councilwoman Terry Duncan, Ward III 

Ms. Duncan stated that for the edification of the audience the minutes from the September 12th 

meeting of the civil service commission is posted to the Council website and the agenda to the 

October 17th meeting was held.  

 

Councilman Kyle Miller, Ward IV  
Mr. Miller would like to remind everyone that he unfortunately will not be in attendance at the next 

meeting and would like to wish everyone Merry Christmas in advance.  He stated that since this is his 

last meeting, for this term, he would like to thank Mr. Sculac, Ms. Garrity and Mayor Donegan for all 

their help over this last year.  He believes the three of them have helped “grease the skids” for some 

of the new people coming in to be able to learn from them and all their experience.  He believes each 

of them has done a lot of really great things for the city and believes there will be some big shoes to 

fill for those new members coming in.  Finally, there are a couple of others he would like to thank. He 

received a questions from a new elderly resident who wanted a little bit more information about 

Olmsted Falls. So, he thought about who would be the person that could tell her everything about the 

Olmsted Falls businesses and the community and other options and Ms. Jones was able to take care of 

that situation immediately, which he appreciates and knows the resident also appreciates that.  Also, 

he would like to state to Mr. Borczuch that he cannot imagine doing a job where you have to pick up 

leaves at the same time you are plowing streets and he has seen him and his crew do both in the last 

couple weeks. All the leaves in his neighborhood have been picked up and as he was driving to the 

meeting, he would have to say that these are probably one of the best plowed streets he has seen and 

he drove in from downtown Cleveland so he appreciates all of his work and wants him to know that it 

is not going unnoticed.  

 

Councilman Bob Sculac, Council-at-Large  
Mr. Sculac stated that he does admit he did drive the new police vehicle with the Chief and Deputy 

Chief.  He would like to thank Council for the one stop shopping and saved thousands of dollars of 

having everything completed at the factory while the car was being put together rather than getting 

the vehicle delivered and then taking it to various vendors to connect all the equipment.  He also 

hopes that Council will consider that aspect again if another vehicle is ordered in the future.   

 

He stated that after the first of the year the Planning & Zoning Commission will review the plans for 

the library and understands that the business will be called “The Library Restaurant.”  He believes 

there will be extensive remodeling being completed on the inside and a large area outside for outside 

dining.  He stated that Mayor Donegan spoke briefly about Clover Communities which will be 119 

unit senior citizen development on Columbia Road next to the turnpike.  He passed out the drawings 

showing what the buildings will look like.  He stated that the developer has provided more parking 

than required, which will include indoor and outdoor parking.  The developer has also been very kind 

and amenable to Mrs. Kennedy who owns the property that is located in the developer’s front yard.  

They will be doing landscaping and culvert work to help the flooding on her property.   

 

He had an opportunity to attend a meeting regarding the health insurance.  He believes for the first 

time the employees will have a couple of options and does cap the amount of money that the city will 

pay with employees paying the balance of their insurance as opposed to a percentage situation.  He 

would encourage Council to adopt the legislation this evening as there is a November 15th deadline.   
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He stated that Ordinance 62-2017 is the temporary appropriation that will provide funds for the city 

to continue to operate from January 1st through March 31st of 2018 as opposed to a full year’s budget.  

Again, he would ask that this ordinance move to second reading with an adoption on December 27th.  

 

Mr. Stibich moved to acknowledge the Statement of Cash position dated 11/30/2017 in the amount 

of $948,454.94; Ms. Duncan seconded.  Mr. Stibich stated that the unencumbered balance in the 

general fund is $768,000, less than a million dollars.  There was over $2 million dollars when this 

administration began. There is still the mysterious $500,000 negative general long term debt which 

Mr. Presley and Mr. DeSan tried to explain to him but he still does not understand how that does not 

reduce cash somewhere.  Voice Vote:  6 ayes; 0 nays. Motion carried.  

 

Gregory M. Sponseller, Law Director – No Report 

 

Old Business  

 

Resolution 56-2017 

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO ENTER INTO AGREEMENTS 

WITH HEALTH CARE PROVIDER(S) IN ORDER TO IMPLEMENT HEALTHCARE 

INSURANCE COVERAGE FOR ELIGIBLE EMPLOYEES OF THE CITY AND 

DECLARING AN EMERGENCY   Second Reading 

 

Mr. Stibich moved to suspend; Mr. Gorski seconded.  Voice Vote: 6 ayes; 0 nays. Motion carried.  

Mr. Stibich moved to waive the reading in its entirety; Mr. Gorski seconded.  Voice Vote: 6 ayes; 0 

nays. Motion carried. Mr. Stibich moved to adopt; Mr. Gorski seconded.  Poll: 6 ayes; 0 nays. 

Motion carried.  

 

Ordinance 57-2017 

AN ORDINANCE APPROPRIATING FUNDS FOR CURRENT EXPENSES AND OTHER 

EXPENDITURES OF THE CITY OF OLMSTED FALLS, OHIO, FOR THE PERIOD 

COMMENCING JANUARY 1, 2018 AND ENDING DECEMBER 31, 2018 AND 

DECLARING AN EMERGENCY    Second Reading 

 

Mr. Sculac moved to withdrawal; Mr. Gorski seconded.  Poll: 6 ayes; 0 nays. Motion carried.   
 

Resolution 58-2017 

A RESOLUTION IMPOSING, RATIFYING, AFFIRMING AND EXTENDING A 

MORATORIUM ON THE ISSUANCE AND PROCESSING OF ANY PERMITS 

ALLOWING RETAIL DISPENSARIES, CULTIVATORS, OR PROCESSORS OF 

MEDICAL MARIJUANA WITHIN THE CITY OF OLMSTED FALLS, OHIO, AND 

DECLARING AN EMERGENCY   Second Reading 

 

Ordinance 59-2017 

AN ORDINANCE APPROPRIATING FUNDS FOR CURRENT EXPENSES AND OTHER 

EXPENDITURES OF THE CITY OF OLMSTED FALLS, OHIO, FOR THE PERIOD 

COMMENCING JANUARY 1, 2017 AND ENDING DECEMBER 31, 2017. REPEALING 

ORDINANCE 59-2016, AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY   Second Reading 
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Resolution 60-2017  

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO ENTER INTO A CONTRACT 

WITH SENIOR TRANSPORTATION CONNECTION FOR THE PROVISION OF 

SENIOR TRANSPORTATION SERVICES AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY  

Second Reading 

 

New Business  

 

Ordinance 62-2017 

AN ORDINANCE APPROPRIATING FUNDS FOR CURRENT EXPENSES AND OTHER 

EXPENDITURES OF THE CITY OF OLMSTED FALLS, OHIO, FOR THE PERIOD 

COMMENCING JANUARY 1, 2018 AND ENDING MARCH 31, 2018 AND DECLARING 

AN EMERGENCY   First Reading 

 

Resolution 63-2017  

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO ENTER INTO A COOPERATION 

AGREEMENT WITH THE OHIO DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION (ODOT) 

FOR THE CITY TO PROVIDE SNOW AND ICE CONTROL ON STATE ROUTE 252 

FROM MILE MARKER 2.3 TO 2.9 IN OLMSTED TOWNSHIP IN EXCHANGE FOR 

ODOT PROVIDING THE CITY WITH 200 TONS OF SALT FOR THE 2017/2018 

WINTER SEASON AT NO COST TO THE CITY, AND DECLARING AN 

EMERGENCY   First Reading 

 

Mr. Sculac moved to suspend; Mr. Stibich seconded.  Voice Vote: 6 ayes; 0 nays. Motion carried.  

Mr. Stibich moved to waive the reading in its entirety; Mr. Gorski seconded.  Voice Vote: 6 ayes; 0 

nays. Motion carried. Mr. Gorski moved to adopt; Mr. Miller seconded.  Poll: 6 ayes; 0 nays. 

Motion carried.  

 

Miscellaneous New Business  
Ms. Garrity would like to remind everyone that promised to bring cookies, she spoke with Mr. Miller 

and Mr. Sculac and asked if they could be dropped off here by Thursday in the senior center.  Mayor 

Donegan stated that the party will be held upstairs.  Ms. Garrity stated that the information she was 

given and she is the Council President and can only assume that she is getting the latest information, 

and was told it would be in the senior center.  She would like to bring something else up while she 

has the floor.  Her hope for the 2018 Council, her Santa wish, is that everyone will be treated with 

equality and it won’t matter how you vote or who you vote for but you will be treated with respect 

and equally and that hasn’t happened here. It is with regret that she has to say that. Hopefully 2018 

she will be optimistic and that the other Council will not allow the jabs to continue and go on and on. 

Again, she regrets that she had to bring that up and promises to be in a more optimistic mood next 

meeting.  

 

Such other business that may come before Council - None 
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Mr. Stibich moved to adjourn; Ms. Duncan seconded.  Poll: 6 ayes; 0 nays. Motion carried. 

 

The meeting adjourned at 8:25 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

              ____________________________ 

Ann Marie Donegan, Mayor  Angela Mancini, Clerk of Council 
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